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The co.upe'ati\,e

RANSFER

A “Transfer of Engagements” is a process that allows
one co-op to merge with another, without shutting
down or starting everything from scratch. It’s a legal
option available only to co-ops, thanks to the
Co-operative and Community Benefit Societies Act
2014. This process means that all the business
contracts, staff, assets, and member commitments
from one co-op can move smoothly to another co-op -
without disruption to members or customers.

Across meetings in July and August 2025, our members voted overwhelmingly
to transfer Chelmsford Star’s engagements to Central Co-op. This means we will
become part of the larger Central Co-op, and our food stores, travel and funeral
homes will continue to operate as normal. However, the society will now benefit
from the greater resources and stability of the Central Co-op.

Transfers like this have been used for decades to strengthen the co-op movement.
For instance, in 1969, Braintree and West Essex Co-op transferred into Chelmsford
Star. For smaller societies facing financial pressures, joining forces with a larger
co-op can offer better support, new opportunities, and long-term security — all while
keeping a local co-operative presence for members. It's a practical way to protect
the future of co-op services in the community.

Don’t forget to swipe your membership
card for savings and dividend!

2 www.chelmsfordstar.coop




Thank you...

From our President - Tony Price
It is with a mix of gratitude and optimism that | welcome you
to our final Starlight Magazine, brought to you by Chelmsford
Star Co-op. Now, as we finalise our transfer into Central
Co-op, this represents not an end, but a new chapter for
everything we have built together.

By becoming part of Central Co-op — one of the UK’s largest independent societies — we
ensure that the values, services, and local influence of Chelmsford Star continue to thrive
on a bigger stage. Our food stores, travel agents, funeral services and member activities will
carry on, with the security and shared values that only a larger society can provide.

From all of us on the outgoing Board, thank you. Your support has sustained our proud
heritage and helped navigate turbulent times. Whilst this is a farewell from us, it is also a
heartfelt message of hope. To a future where our Chelmsford Star community continues
under a new banner, stronger and more resilient than ever.

From our GEO - Barry Wood

At the heart of every Co-operative business lies democracy
- keeping the Co-op difference alive by giving you, our
Members and owners, a voice in how we are run. It was
encouraging to see this principle as strong today as

it was 158 years ago when our Society was founded,
clearly demonstrated in the recent Special Members’ Meetings where you
considered the proposed Transfer to Central Co-op.

Recommending this transfer was one of the hardest decisions the Board and Management
have faced for many years, but it was made with Members’ best interests at its core — the
guiding principle behind all Board decisions. With the transfer now complete and integration
well underway, it is right that we reflect on Chelmsford Star’s achievements.

Ours is one of the few Societies still trading under its original name, remaining true to its
roots by supporting local communities through initiatives such as the Community Card,
Pride of Essex Awards, and the Chelmsford Star Community Fund. We are pleased that
Central Co-op will continue this legacy, a commitment that has been central to our decision.

Finally, thank you for your loyalty and support — without you, there would be no legacy
to protect.

From our Head of Membership - Kevin Bennett

There’s a lot of change to cover in this last Starlight
magazine. Whilst there is sad news, not least of which is
the closure of our beloved department stores, there is also
much to celebrate - from additional member benefits with
the arrival of Central Co-op, to the Pride of Essex Awards.

Like you, I am now a member of Central Co-op and a proud co-operator who believes in the
power of people working together for good. It's been a privilege to serve our membership
for nearly 20 years and to witness and encourage the community spirit that has defined
Chelmsford Star for generations.

Your local Co-operative update...

What We're
Talking About...

Merger!

Following an overwhelming ‘yes’ vote
from members across two Special
Meetings, the Boards and colleagues
of Chelmsford Star and Central Co-ops
worked together to begin a transfer of
engagements from 15th September
2025. This involves aligning systems,
processes, and ways of working

to ensure a seamless transition for
members, customers, and colleagues
alike. The transfer, due to complete

in 2026, means Chelmsford Star
members are now part of a stronger,
more resilient Central Co-op, with

the same democratic voice and
community focus at its heart.

®000c000c00000000000000 000

Get in Touch!

If you would like to contact us you
can reach us in a number of ways...

Registered Office:

Central Co-op, Central House,
Queen Street, Lichfield,
Staffordshire WS13 6QD

@ members@chelmsfordstar.coop
www.chelmsfordstar.coop
@) Frecpnone 0800 2540404

Starlight




Central Co-op

Who are CGentral Co-op

We are now a part of Central Co-op - but who are they?

Strategy: Central Co-op focus on three key areas: Meaningful

C .t | C@ Membership, Sustainability and Young People.
e n r a Targets: They aim to be 100% green energy self-sufficient by

2030 and NetZero by 2040.
. Youth: Nearly 100 apprentices are learning and earning with
Fast facts Central, supported by their NextGen youth network.

Colleagues: 5 inclusion networks help guide policy and campaigns
as well as promote allyship and support networks.

e Qver 180 years old Campaigning: Central have led campaigns to tackle retail crime,
e Head office in Lichfield, Staffordshire working with government, police and other co-ops to introduce
stronger protections for retail workers.

They are 9 times bigger than Chelmsford Star

e QOperating in 23 counties, they already own
252 food stores, 18 petrol stations,

9 cafes, 9 florists, 165 funeral homes, This map shows »Oo«w P
and 524 investment properties how Chelmsford 4 i
Star’s branches
e (Qver 330,000 active members and over form a natural 3= c%g
6,500 colleagues extension onto [x; g’:-? o9,
o Turnover (as of Jan '25): £884 million Central’s existing wm% : 1 cﬁa
trading area.

e Chelmsford Star members are now mmuo
Central Co-op members :

Stronger together: How Central came to be

Central Co-op is itself the product of a whole host of transfers and mergers going back decades.

The Society as we know it today was created in 2013, when Anglia Co-op joined forces with Midlands Co-op.
Both had rich histories of their own — Midlands Co-op evolving from earlier societies such as Central Midlands
and Leicestershire, while Anglia Co-op could trace its roots to organisations including Greater Peterborough and
Waveney Co-ops. More recently, Wooldale Co-op also became part of the fold.

In total, Central Co-op represents the legacy of almost 70 individual co-operative societies coming together
over the past 150 years. Today, it proudly operates as the largest independent co-operative in the UK.

And with the proposed merger with Midcounties Co-op on the horizon, it's fair to say this is the most Central Co-op’s CEO,
exciting moment for UK co-operation in a generation. DI (RSB

Questions about your membership? See page 15 or call: 0800 2540404

+ @ /chelmsfordstarcoop



food News

Cutting
costs, not
convenience

Finding a way to support our colleagues
and customers against the cost of living
crisis has been at the forefront of our
minds, and now, thanks to the hard work
of our food team, we've been able to lower
prices on over 200 products across our
stores. These price drops cover ranges
including grocery, beers, wines and spirits.
Look out for the signage on our shelves!

Most
Sustainable
Retailer?

Central Co-op have donated over -
1 million items of food through an ongoing u

NOT coNvENIENCE

LOWER PRicES ALL YEAR ROUND

The Food Sharing Revolution

partnership with food redistribution site,
Olio. The site provides free food with
dignity to those in their communities, and
with a possible award on the horizon, it
is likely you'll start to see all our stores
joining the partnership soon too.
www.olioapp.com for more information.
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Sisters doing it
for themselves

Sister Moira and Sister Margaret have
been running an annual fun week in
Melbourne for over 20 years now, and i 1 4
we've supported them from the beginning. Ty i
Taking place in the school holidays,

the event aims to keep local children
entertained, out of trouble and off the
streets. Many of the children they’ve
supported in the past have gone on

to volunteer at the event, or now have
children of their own attending. This year,
some of our suppliers have donated items
to ensure refreshments were covered for
the full week of activities.

Thanks to Café Deli
and Savoursmiths for a
very generous donation

of snacks and drinks!

Aoy
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BETTER BREED OF SNACK

Your local Go-operative update...

A Curry
Revolution!

Fed up of dodgy Indian takeaways?
Check out Praveen Kumar’s award-
winning authentic curries, now
available in many of our stores, and
be part of the Curry Revolution!

Don’t forget: You can order
your Co-op shop online
through Uber Eats, Just Eat
and Snappy Shopper!

e0c00ccc000c0000000000 000

Top Cheese &
Wine pairing
The winning combination at our
recent Cheese & Wine evening was
the Co-op Pioneer Crunch Vintage
Cheddar, paired with the sparkling

Co-op Fairtrade Tilimuqui Brut. Have
you tried them yet? Simply devine.

e0c000cc0000000000000 000

Toy Appeal
2025

We believe every child deserves
a present at Christmas. Look out
for the Toy Van visiting our stores
throughout the coming months.

Starlight




Quadrant News

Cheese and Wine Night

Ajoyful celebration of award-winning Co-op products was a fitting
final event to be held in our Chelmsford store.

(Guests enjoyed an evening of indulgent pairings, laughter and
community spirit as twelve wines and cheeses were sampled under
the expert tutelage of the owner of Essex Wine School, Neil Bull.
Our Vice-President, Judy Saunders, said; “If was a real celebration
of everything that makes Co-op special. The fact that so many

of the prodlucts were Fairtrade or sustainably sourced, as well as

delicious, says a lot about the kind of business we are proud to be

apartof.”

Going Out In Style

It was bittersweet to see the longest queues we have ever seen waiting to come into
our department stores, when they reopened for their last ever sale on 2nd October.
There were huge bargains across all departments, which stretched into visual
merchandising and fixtures and fittings as the sale progressed. When the doors
closed for the last time on Saturday 25th October, it marked a sad end to decades of
proud service to the communities of Braintree and Chelmsford. The Quadrant stores
were also the final co-op department stores left in the country, leaving a huge gap in

the UK co-op movement as a whole.

Did you know?
Chelmsford Quadrant used to be twice
as hig, taking up two huge buildings with
a bridge joining them over a road. When
half the shop was sold off in the early
90’s, the profits were used to open the
Quadrant in Braintree in their newly built
George Yard shopping centre.

The shape of the
glass atrium on

the ‘new’ half of

the Chelmsford
store is what gave
‘Quadrant’ its name.

The Quadrant was the first store to be
announced for the new George Yard
shopping centre, which opened in
Braintree in the 1990s.

Outstanding
furniture deliveries

Our doors may be closed, but our delivery
team is still working hard to ensure all
furniture orders are met and distributed to
customers and members one last time. If
you have any furniture queries, call Paul
on 01245 248612.

s € @CStarCoop

Bye Bye Brambles

We wish the very best of luck to the
Brambles restaurant teams as they move
on to new adventures. Samir and Amir, and
their hard-working staff, have played a large
role in making our stores a welcoming and
sociable space to so many people. Thank
you for everything.

Thank You

From all our department store colleagues,
thank you so much for your loyalty and
custom over the years. Our members
and customers have always been hugely
important to us, and we know how
important regular visits to our stores have
been to many of them.

Follow us on Instagram (O) @quadrantdept



Membership

We’re pleased to
announce that
our Member
Coffee Mornings
will continue in
new locations!

Come along for tea or coffee and a
catch up with fellow members. . .

Chelmsford
Where: Acanteen
When: every other Monday at 10am

Braintree
Where: The White Hart
When: every other Thursday at 10.30am

New Member
Benefits

Now we are within Central Co-op, you'll
see additional benefits coming your
way! We'll share more details soon, but
for now keep swiping your card when
you shop as normal.

Get to know
your new co-op

Come to this member event to

learn more...

Venue -

Essex County Thursday
Cricket Ground, 4th

Chelmsford %ecember
CM2 0PG Pm

Your local Co-operative update...

The Special
General Meetings

Thank you to all members who exercised
their right to vote on the future of
Chelmsford Star. Across two meetings, over
500 members listened to presentations
from both Chelmsford Star and Central
Co-op to understand the reasons for the
transfer proposal which, for many, felt like it
came out of nowhere.

Financially, a whole barrage of factors were
working against Chelmsford Star Co-op,
including, but not limited to; increases in
rates, rents, Living Wage and employer
National Insurance payments, changing
shopping habits, the impact of The Co-op
Group’s cyber-attack and the write-down
of tax assets. The fate of the department
stores had already been decided before the
transfer to Central was put forward.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

3 J9S :
Getting stuck in, the
Central Co-op way

Four key reasons for the
proposal were given:

© To ensure £7.6 million of
Member Funds
and dividend were protected.

¢ To save as many colleagues’ jobs
as possible.

e To protect past and current
colleagues’ pensions.

e To secure future investment in the
trading estate.

Ultimately, a total of 505 votes were
cast for the proposal and 14 votes
were against it, giving a clear result.
Vloting was overseen and scrutinised
by independent solicitors.

Do you have questions about your
membership? Check out page 15.

| , Standing Room Only.The meetings
were so well attended they spilled
into two overflow rooms.

Want to get
more involved?

Central Co-op operate a Series of
Membership and Community Councils
(MCCs) across the country, with a new
Essex cluster now being formed. The MCCs
help deliver events and activities, and can
make a real difference where they live. To
learn more about the Essex MCC, please
contact Tami Evans at
tami.evans@centralcoop.co.uk

Starlight




10 Short Haul Destinations

for Gulture Loving Brits

Cultural getaways don’t have to require jet lag. Europe is
packed with centuries of history, stunning architecture, art
and local traditions. Here’s 10 destinations for soaking up

serious culture close to home.

1. Rome, ltaly

Rome is a living museum. Where else
can you sip espresso whilst staring at the
Colosseum?

2. Paris, France
The Louvre, Eiffel Tower, Montmarte. ..
Paris doesn’t just do culture, it defines it.

3. Barcelona, Spain
Barcelona has a rare blend of beach
life and architectural wonder. It's bold,
colourful, and good for the soul.

4. Istanbul, Turkey

A cultural crossroads like no other. Where
Europe meets Asia, mosques meet
markets, and ancient meets ultra-modern.

5. Athens, Greece

The birthplace of democracy, drama and
philosophy — Athens brings ancient history
to life with an energetic twist.

6. Lison, Portugal

With its cobbled hills, old trams, and pastel
buildings, Lisbon is full of character and
cultural gems.

7.Prague, Czech Republic
Step into a fairytale with castles, spires,
and one of the most beautiful old towns
in Europe.

8. Vienna, Austria

Vienna wears its imperial history proudly,
with Baroque beauty, grand opera, and
sweet treats to match.

9. Budapest, Hungary

Mixing grandeur with grit, Budapest is
where you can soak in a hot spring by
day and sip cocktails in a derelict building
by night.

10. Seville, Spain

An Andalusian jewel with a Spanish soul.
Think orange trees, ornate palaces, and
passionate performances.

You don't have to travel far to immerse
yourself in rich culture, inspiring history,
and unforgettable experiences. Whether
you're after ruins, Renaissance art or
vibrant street life, skip the long-haul and
try one of these gems.

8 travel.chelmsfordstar.coop

Relocation,
Relocation

After a period of uncertainty, we are
S0 pleased to be able to confirm
our two travel branches, complete
with beloved colleagues, will be
continuing to serve the people of
Braintree and Chelmsford.

Now falling under Midcounties
Co-op, they'll offer the same
excellent customer service you've
come to expect.

In Chelmsford, they remain at their
existing site (at least for the short
term) taking up a small section of
the old Quadrant building.

In Braintree, they have now
moved to a new dedicated
premises in George Yard, opposite
the C E X shop (in our old Co-op
Funeral branch).

For enquiries, please call
01245 490290 or
01376 551444.

NEW BENEFIT:
Members will soon
receive better

exchange rates on all
currencies within Your
Co-op Travel agencies
across the country.




How To Write A Eulogy

The best eulogies tend to be brief but specific, thoughtful and
sprinkled with humour. Here are some tips you might want to

consider if you’re writing one.

1. Decide on the tone

How serious do you or the family want

it to be? Used cautiously, humour can
convey the personality of the deceased and
ilustrate endearing qualities.

2. Gonsider the audience
Write with the deceased’s loved ones in
mind. Dwell on the positive but be honest.

3. Briefly introduce yourself.
Most people may know you but state your
name and your relationship with

the deceased.

4, State some basics

Touch upon key points in the deceased’s
life; family, career, personal achievements
and hobbies. Write down the names of
family members you want to acknowledge
S0 you don't forget them in the moment.

5. Use some specifics

Mention some of the deceased’s best
qualities and illustrate with a story. Speak to
others in advance and look for a common
theme to highlight with examples. These are
what brings memories to life.

6. Be organised

Outline your eulogy in advance and
brainstorm ideas. Write a beginning, middle
and end to your speech, avoid rambling —
keep it to 5 minutes maximum.

7. Get feedback

Once you're confident in what you've
written, have someone else read it to ensure
it captures the essence of the deceased. A
second pair of eyes will also reassure you
there is nothing inappropriate or forgotten.

8. Rehearse

Read your eulogy out loud to yourself at
least three times before reading it to an
audience. It will help you edit phrasing and
avoid stumbling when you speak, as well as
£ase your nerves.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000aa~"" reee

Planting Promise

Central Co-op plant a tree in Malawi for
every funeral arranged, with an average
of 20,000 trees planted each year to
restore ecosystems, tackle climate
change and honour loved ones.

®0c00000000000000000000000000000
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Did you know?: Bereavement has been added to the education
curriculum due to campaigning by Central Co-op.

coopfuneraldirectors.coop

CGOP Funeral Directors

Where we are:-

Basildon 01268 382749
Braintree 01376 551951
Broomfield 01245 353978
Danbury 01245 221444
Great Baddow 01245 268993
Great Dunmow 01371 875542
Ingatestone 01277 350988
Writtle 01245 422622

email: funerals@chelmsfordstar.coop

18 Years Strong

Congratulations to our Bereavement
Group in Ingatestone, which celebrated
18 years of supporting the community
this summer.

®0c000000000000000000000000 00

Well done to Family
Liaison Officer,

Cara Field, who raised
an impressive £675 for
Farleigh Hospice

by hosting a fancy
soiree at her home!

NEW MEMBER
BENEFITS:

Members will now
earn £125 in Rewards
when arranging a
funeral, and up to £125
when buying a Central
Co-op Funeral Plan.

Starlight
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Community News

Latest
Beneficiaries

English For Women
£2,800

Covering the running costs of providing
English lessons to women across
Chelmsford where language is a barrier.

Rural Community
Council of Essex
£1,000

Setting up and running an online ‘crafts
and laughs’ group for isolated unpaid
carers from across the Castlepoint and
Rochford districts.

St Lukes, Prittlewell
£1,200

Developing an eco-garden at the
Community Centre in Southend for the
whole neighbourhood to enjoy.

Although Chelmsford Star

is now a part of Gentral
Co-op, the Chelmsford Star
Community Fund will remain
as a “heritage fund”, ensuring
our name remains local and
continuing to support great
local projects for generations
to come.

Chelmsford Star Co-op

Community
Fund

Helping those who help others

The gangs all here

Ten of our benefiting charities gathered at a recent networking
event to explore ways to work together, highlighting
opportunities that would enhance benefits to existing service
users, and help a whole load more at the same time. All in
attendance found the afternoon extremely helpful.

C.UADRANT

RTMENT

Our recent donations
total almost £70K

62 4

30 Years of
Generosity

Our Head of Membership and Marketing,
Kevin Bennett (left) attended a special
celebration at Braxted Park to honour

30 years of fundraising by the Essex
Community Foundation. The ECF will
continue to manage our fund, and is helping
Central Co-op with their hopes to duplicate
our arrangement across the country.

Mental Health

Central Co-op have so far raised £350k for
their long-standing partner, Samaritans. This
has primarily been through their ‘Pennies’
scheme, giving members the opportunity

to ‘round up’ their card payments by 10p
when paying over £5 in their food stores
and petrol stations.

This follows a long-standing relationship
with Dementia UK that saw over £2.5
million raised!

www.chelmsfordstar.coop



Community News

This year, Fairtrade Fortnight
(22nd Sept - 5th Oct) called
for people across the UK to
‘Do It Fair’ - recognising

the difference we can make
when we choose Fairtrade
and campaign for a fairer
system behind the things we
consume every day.

Central Co-op answers this call
through their important Malawi

H ) Partnership, ique, international
Once more for old times’ sake... = [2reciaune o

On the hottest day of the year, Chelmsford Star Co-op led one final Big Co-op Clean Up close producers with UK communities,
to Chelmsford Quadrant in Central Park. A small group of dedicated volunteers gathered to transforming lives through fair
clear a large amount of rubbish from the park’s pathways, play areas and green spaces. Head trade, sustainable development
of Membership & Marketing, Kevin Bennett, said; “The sun was relentless, but so were we! and co-operation. The partnership
Everyone really pulled together to get this done.” has already surpassed £1 million

in sales, each transaction allowing
farmers to receive a fair wage for
their work, and enabling them to
reinvest in themselves, their families
and their communities.

Chelmsford
Star goes
green(er)

We now run on 100% green energy! From
1st November, all stores, funeral homes and
operations started receiving green energy
from the London Array offshore wind farm
in the Thames Estuary. By this time next

year, we will be powered entirely by clean, Look out for new
renewable energy — reducing emissions Fairtrade products
and protecting the environment. Together )

with Central Co-op, we're building a more coming to your store
sustainable, resilient and community- soon, including
focused future for everyone. Kilombero rice and
eeecccccee eeecccccccccccce eecccccccce Malawian

Did you know?: Our colleagues will soon receive paid macadamia nuts.

volunteering days to support their local community!

Your local Co-operative update... StarITgh’[




Youth News

Bringing Cultures Together

Chelmsford Star’s Youth Board, a part

of the Young Essex Assembly, has been
working on a ‘Community Shield’, featuring
contributions from across the region to
reflect what unites us all. Participants

were encouraged to share words, images
and ideas that highlight common values,
celebrating diversity while focusing on the
connections that bring people together.
Their motto? TEAM: Together Everyone
Achieves More.

“When people work together they can

do amazing things that they might not be
able to do alone. It's one of my favourite
things about co-operatives,” said Head of
Membership & Marketing, Kevin Bennett.
“Everyone brings diifferent ideas, skills

and strengths, and when we collaborate,
everyone benefits. Our Youth Board wanted
to represent that.” The Shield will stand

as a symbol of unity and co-operation, a
reminder that a communtty is stronger when
it is diverse, co-operative and supportive of
each other.

e0000c000000000000000000000 00

Toy Appeal

Look out for Central’s Annual Toy Appeal,
coming to a food store near you. Last year,
they collected over 3,500 gifts for children
intime for Christmas.

e0000c000000000000000000000 00

Community Card Groups

also supported include:
© Helen Rollason Heal Cancer Charity

o The Church in Great Notley

© Friends of Chelmsford Museums

o | ittle Acom Pre-School

o Saint Marys Parochial Church Council

© 15t Danbury Scout Group

Central Co-op donated over
£10,000 to the Myanmar

Earthquake Appeal to help
communities to rebuild.

12 @) /chelmsfordstarcoop

Fantastic
Fruit!

We were pleased to be a part of
Braintree’s annual three-day Little
Legs Festival in June. As has become
tradition, the team dressed up as

the very fruit they were encouraging
the thousands of pre-schoolers who
attended each day to start eating —
though, it has to be said, the toddlers
were usually eating healthier than their
parents! Despite a hot few days and
minimal shade, each day was sold out

and a great (and healthy) time was
had by all.

Central
Co-op Adopts
Schools

Coming to Essex soon will be Central
Co-op’s Adopt A School initiative, which
has supported thousands of pupils since
it started in 2023. The idea sees store
managers supporting local schools,
colleges and universities through
employability initiatives and workshops,
whether that be work experience
opportunities for students in years 10
and 11, or adults seeking to retrain. The
Society also provides structured and
successful early career programmes and
apprenticeships at all levels, supporting
young people to progress through their
‘Difference Maker Academy’.

For more information:
pressoffice@centralcoop.co.uk




Pride of Essex

Celebrating Essex’s
Brightest Stars at the 2025
Pride of Essex Awards

Extraordinary individuals and community
groups shone brightly in October, as Essex
came together to honour its everyday heroes
at the Pride of Essex Awards, which now has
Chelmsford Star as its headline sponsor.

Celebrating its 30th awards night, the evening captured the spirit,
compassion, and resilience that makes Essex such a special
place. From tireless volunteers to courageous children and life-
changing community projects, this year's nominees embodied the
very best of humanity — courage, kindness and the power of hope.

Hosted by our own Kevin Bennett,
along with Radio Essex’s
Lauren Underwood and Deputy
Lieutenant of Essex,

Stuart Rawlins, the event was
hailed a huge success.

Our Outgoing President,
Tony Price, presents the
Star of Essex Award to
Lee Clark as his last duty
for Chelmsford Star.

Your local Co-operative update...

Top Honours included
(but are not limited to):

Star Of Essex

Lee Clark (Shoeburyness)

is an extraordinary fundraiser
whose relentless efforts have
transformed countless lives across
the county.

Inspirational
Youth

Ella Lambert (Chelmsford)
founded The Pachamama Project,
which has mobilised over 2,500
volunteers across 11 countries

to produce more than 160,000
reusable sanitary pads for
refugees.

Unsung Hero

Matt Carr (Braintree) created
Power Of Play (POP) Essex, a
sanctuary for SEND families to
connect, play and find joy.

ooooooooooooooooooooooo

For more information
on the winners,

or details for next
year’s awards, visit
POEAWARDS.ORG.

Starlight




Address list

1663 London Road, Leigh-on-Sea,
Essex SS9 2SH 1 01702 716362

156 Gloucester Avenue, Moulsham Lodge,
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 9LG | 01245 258089

The Sorrells, Stanford-Le-Hope,
Essex SS17 7DZ 1 01375 642129

« 17 Bridge Street, Writtle, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 3EY | 01245 421148

216 Main Road, Hawkwell, Hockley,
Essex SS5 4EG | 01702 204939

115-117 Ferry Road, Hullbridge,
Essex SS5 6ET | 01702 232388

26 Melbourne Parade, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 2DW | 01245 347774

2-6 Portsea Road, Tilbury, Essex RM18 8AX
01375 844738

105-105C Mungo Park Road, Rainham,
Essex RM13 7PP | 01708 520984

14 -15 Torquay Road, Springfield, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 6NF | 01245 347868

Beehive Lane, Westbourne Grove, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 9RP | 01245 357761

e 372-376 Baddow Road, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 9RA | 01245 493900

1 Fingrith Hall Road, Blackmore, Ingatestone,
Essex CM4 ORU | 01277 822231

The co-operative
164-170 Meadgate Avenue, Great Baddow,
Chelmsford, Essex CM2 7LJ | 01245 354759

83 Barnard Road, Galleywood, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 8RS | 01245 474591

15 Havengore, Springfield, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 6JP | 01245 262923

108 Kings Road, Chelmsford, Essex
CM1 2BB 01245 353630

Trent Road, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 2LQ
01245 258585

78-82 Forest Drive, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 2TS | 01245 258855

3-5 Spreadeagle Place, Ingatestone,
Essex CM4 9EA | 01277 353124

© 62-64 Woodland Avenue, Hutton, Brentwood,
Essex CM13 1HH | 01277 228042

« 16 Main Road, Danbury, Essex CM3 4NQ
01245 227733

42 Challis Lane, Braintree, Essex CM7 1AN
01376 321615

62 Church Street, Bocking, Braintree,
Essex CM7 5JY | 01376 326516

174-176 Cressing Road, Braintree,
Essex CM7 3PL | 01376 320952

1 Panners Parade, Priory Lane, Great Notley,
Braintree, Essex CM77 7AE | 01376 334644

7-8 St. Peter’s Terrace, Wickford,
Essex SS12 0AP | 01268 768833

157-159 Nevendon Road, Wickford,
Essex SS12 ONY | 01268 766999

85- 87 West Road, Shoeburyness,
Essex SS3 9DT | 01702 290679

159 Church Road, Thundersley,
Benfleet, Essex SS7 4EN | 01268 753908

12 Stanford Place, Princess Margaret Road,
East Tilbury, Essex RM18 8YP
01375 857786

265-267 Winmill Road, Wood Lane,
Dagenham, Essex RM8 3NH
020 8517 1036

109 Snakes Lane West, Woodford,
Woodford Green, Essex IG8 ODY
020 8504 0594

CCOP Funeral Directors

78 Broomfield Road, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 1SS | 01245 353978

348 Baddow Road, Chelmsford,
Essex CM2 9RA | 01245 268993

60 The Green, Writtle, Chelmsford,
Essex CM1 3DU | 01245 422622

57A Main Road, Danbury, Essex
CM3 4NG | 01245 221444

6 Clare Road, Braintree, Essex
CM7 2PA 1 01376 551951

3 Spreadeagle Place, High Street,
Ingatestone, Essex CM4 9EA
01277 350988

10 Jutland House, White Hart Way,
Great Dunmow, Essex CM6 1TWX
01371 875542

96 Whitmore Way, Basildon,
Essex SS14 3JT | 01268 382749

travel

4 George Yard (Unit 9), Braintree,
Essex CM7 1RB 1 01376 551444

223 Moulsham Street, Chelmsford, Essex
CM2 OLS | 01245 490290

e Petrol Filling Station e Post Office Facilities

CentralCCOp

Registered Office:

Central Co-op,

Central House, Queen Street,
Lichfield, Staffordshire WS13 6QD

14 €9 @CStarCoop

Contact us by email

For 500 Club or share capital enquiries: secretarial.office@centralcoop.co.uk
For Central Co-op enquiries: members@centralcoop.co.uk

For Chelmsford Star member support: membership@chelmsfordstar.coop
For Community Support: tami.evans@centralcoop.co.uk



Members’ questions!

Central Co-op Merger Special!

QUESTION
Whor made the decision fo merge?
Having reviewed the
financial prospects of the Society,
our Board of Directors suggested
a transfer of engagements to our
members, who in tum voted on the
decision over two meetings and
agreed overwhelmingly.

QUESTION

Hour was he merger in the bost
MW#%M’A‘W Star
members?

Without a transfer,
Chelmsford Star was not likely to
be able to continue trading in its
purrent form. The transfer protected
jobs, our members’ investments
and dividend, our ex-employees’
pensions and allowed investment to

be made into our stores.

QUESTION .
tour o | get-infouck with
Central Co-0p>

For any membership

guestions or queries, email:
members@centralcoop.co.uk

QUESTION
What wil hagpen o
Céeﬁmﬁm/s/wm;zn@az

You will automatically

You can continue to use your
usual card, and soon you will be
able to benefit from new benefits
and discounts, plus a great new

membership app is on its way.

become a Central Co-op member.

QUESTION
What will hagpen o the
Chebmsford Star name?

Although we no longer
exist as a registered Society, we
have several legacy projects in
place which will continue to use
Chelmsford Star's name into the
future, such as our Community
Fund and links to Pride of Essex
Awards. Our stores will also retain
the name above their doors.
Central Co-op recognise the
importance of the name, and what
it means to our members.

Got a question? Call the
Membership Team on

0 8 0 0 2 5 I 0 I 0 I Part of Chelmsford Star Co-operative Society Limited

Your local Co-operative update...

QUESTION
Wil 1 still get
500 Club-benefite?

The 500 Club was an
exclusive benefit to Chelmsford

Star, and membership has now
discontinued. Your investment has
automatically transfered to share
capitol in Central Co-op. If you'd like
to discuss your investment, contact
secretarial.office@centralcoop.co.uk.

QUESTION
Why A you close the
Quadrants?
The Board were
extremely upset to close our
peloved department stores, anldl it
was an incredible difficutt demqu
Ultimately, it was a financial qemsmn
to protect the rest of the Society,
after decades of 10sses.

The co-operative

Starlight




For 158 years, our Society has been part of

life across Essex — growing from a small
group of Chelmsford ironworkers into a trusted
organisation serving communities across the
county. Over that time, we have outlasted many
better-known names, supported thousands of
local causes, and helped raise immeasurable
sums for charities and community groups.

Often described as ‘punching above its weight’, our Society has
also made a positive difference to communities in Europe and
Africa, has been recognised with numerous awards for customer
service and was named the best in the UK for our community
involvement. Yet our greatest achievement has never been
measured in accolades, but in our people.

Our colleagues, customers and members have been at the heart
of everything we have done. Your loyalty, trust, and support have
enabled us to make a lasting difference over the decades, and
for that we are profoundly grateful.

As we bring this chapter to a close, we hope that those who

founded the Society in 1867 would look at what their creation
became — a force for good, built on cooperation and care —
and feel proud. We know we do.

Chelmsford Star -
the Co-operative

Since 1867




